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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 

SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSC-05 

PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 SCCT-01 DHA-02 SY-05 /071 W 

064442 

O 051020Z JUL 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5130 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS BEIRUT 8486 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, LE 

SUBJECT: PRESS COVERAGE OF COL. MORGAN S ABDUCTION 

1. PRESS COVERAGE OF COL. MOORGAN'S ABDUCTION GREATLY 
DIMINISHED JULY 5. ALTHOUGH MANY PAPERS REPORT STATEMENTS 
OF STATE DEPARMENT SPOKESMAN JULY 3. 

2. LEADING INDEPENDENT "AN-NAHAR" AND OTHER PAPERS 
REPORT AMBASSADOR'S CALLS ON PESIDENT FRANJIEH AND 
INTERIORMINISTER/FORMER PRESIDENT CHAMOUN. CHAMOUN IS 
QUOTED AS SAYING IN RESPONSE TO PRESS QUERY THAT 
NOTHING HAS BEEN LEARNED ABOUT MORGAN, BUT INTERNAL 
SECURITY IS STILL CONDUCTING ITS INVESTIGATION, AND HE 
HOPES MORGAN WILL REAPPEAR. 

3. PRO-EGYPTIAN "AL-YAWM" ATTRIBUTES FOLLOWING 
"OBSERVATIONS" TO "INFORMED CICRLES": (A) AMEMBASSY HAS 
NOT SHOWN GREAT INTEREST IN SUBJECT OF COLONEL 

(B) IT IS SUSPICIOUS THAT MORGAN STAYED ON IN BEIRUT, 

WHILE HIS COMPANIONS WENT ON TO TURKEY; (C) SINCE MORGAN 
IS EXPERT IN AIR DEFENSE, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT EITHER 
HE VOLUNTARILY JOINED ONE OF EXTREMIST GROUPS IN LEBANON 
OR CIA ITSELF CAUSED HIM TO DISAPPEAR, AS IT HAS DONE IN 
MANY SIMILAR CASES. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 08486 051110Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


4. LEFTIST PRO-LIBYAN "AL-KIFAH AL-'ARABI" FANTASIZES 
EDITORIALLY THAT ONE OF FOLLOWING THINGS MAY HAVE BEFALLEN 
MORGAN: (A) POOR PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN SHIYAH AREA MAY HAVE 
KIDNAPPED HIM TO SHOW THEIR EMNITY FOR AMERICA; (B) HE 
MAY HAVE DISAPPEARED TO MANUFACTURE CRISIS 
WITH LEBANON AS PRETEXT FOR INTERVENTION; (D) PHALANGE 
MAY HAVE KILLED HIM TO AGGRAVATE CONDITIONS IN LEBANON 
AND ENCOURAGE U.S. INTERVENTION; (E) HE MAY HAVE ENTERED 
LEBANON UNDER ONE NAME AND LEFT UNDER ANOTHER IN ORDER 
TO ENGAGE IN PLOTS IN NEIGHBORING ARAB COUNTRY. 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, KIDNAPPING 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 05 JUL 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BEIRUT08486 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750233-0100 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750782/aaaacvhe.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 MAR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 MAR 2003 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <17 MAR 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS COVERAGE OF COL. MORGAN'S ABDUCTION 
TAGS: PINS, CASC, LE, US, (MORGAN, ERNEST R) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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